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NO SACRED SPOT IN BRITAIN is more worthy of a visit 
than Lindisfarne, a tiny island separated fromthe 
Northumbrian coast by three miles of sea for four 
hours out of every twelve, at other times acces— 
sible by foct. This was 'The Holy Isle' of Aidan, 
disciple and leading successor of Columba. 


The task which confronted Aidan upon his arrival 
from Iona in 635 was formidable. The people of 
Northumbria were a rude and barbarous folk, A 
previcus mission from Iona had failed when - its 
leader reported in hopeless disgust: "It's no use 
trying to convert such people". Aidan could not 
speak the Saxon language, but the king, the famed 
Oswald, himself acted as interpreter. The Holy 
Scriptures were both weapon and shield to Aidan, 
Travelling up and down the country, almost always 
by foot,he was continually preaching and studying 
the Word. A second Coluriba,his intense missionary 
zeal made Northumbria Christian. 


Aidan was an Irish Scot; he owed obedience under 
Christ not to Rore but “0 Iona. The doctrine and 
practice taught at Lindisfarne were those of the 
belt ic Oinreh: Here, tog, twelve English -boys, 
carefully selected, were educated for the nuinistry 
Among them were the two brothers, Chad and Cedd, 


the evangelists of southern England. 


A eharaeteristic of Aidan!s life was his consider— 
ation for the poor. Bede tells the story of Aidar| 
giving away to a beggar a valuable horse presente 
to him by the king. when the king remonstrated anc 
suggested that a horse of less value would have 
served, Aidan replied: "What, 0 king? Is thatsor 
of a mare worth more to you than that. son of God? 
Touched by the rebuke, the king later fell at his 
feet and besought forgiveness, proriising: "Neve 
again will I say a word about what or how much o7 
our money you bestow on sons of God". 


Aidan died at Bamborough on August 31, 651. 


France 


No country in Western Europe seems to have been so 
long and so well prepared for the Lutheran Reforn- 
ation;and yet when it came in the sixteenth cent— 
ury it was in France that it met the most violent 
opposition. At one time, Francis I, under the 
influence of his sister, Queen Margaret, did seen 
to favour the idea of Reformation gnd to that end 
invited, in 1535, Philip Melancthon, Luther's co- 
worker, to France, but it was not until Napoleon's 
Concordat of 1802 that the Lutheran Church was 
‘| freed of persecution and ganted legal recognition, 


The Evangelical Lutheran Free Church of France, of 

our fellowship, was organized in 1918. Its main 

strength Jies in Alsace, where there are six long- 

established congregations. There are also lutheran 
churches in Paris and Strasbourg. 


Since World War II, new missions have been opmed 
in Rouen and Dunkirk, The "House of Studies" for 
theological students dedicated in 1955 at Chatenay-— 
| Malabry near Paris serves also as church and school 
| for a flourishing neighbourhood nission, A monthly 
tuition fee of 2000 francs per ehild enables the 
school to be self-supporting. * 


The Lutheran Nour, transmitted fron Radio Tuxen = 
bourg, has a large following in France where an 
estimated 75% of the population has lost contact 
with the Church. Through this broadcast, groups‘ of 
people interested in the Lutheran Church are to be 
found in the major cities of France. 


Belgiun 


| Closely associated with the French church and also 
| largely helped by the Lutheran Hour is the work of 
the Lutheran Free Church of Belgium, Like France, 
Belgium is nominally a Roman Catholic country and, 
in spite of many contacts through the Lutheran 
Hour, the progress of ‘Lutheran missions is slow, 
Congregations are located in Brussels and Antwerp, 
while Waterloo, Liege and Narur offer possibility 
as future missions. 5 


wARVIN 2, BRAMMEIER 


Called in 1957 from California's dry desert to 
‘Cardiff's dewy dales, Marvin Brammeier is the 
tallest (6'5") of ELCE pastors, A blessed ministry 
in Palmdale, California — from no congregation to 
111 communicant members in 3 years — fits him for 
his task in opening the first. Lutheran mission in 
Wales. 


Mr. Brammeier was born in the American Middle West, 
at Toffmann, Illinois, on February 20, 1929. His 
theological training he received at Concordia 
Theological Seminary, Springfield, Illinois where 
he attended for five years, At Palmdale, his first 
charge, he was instrumental in organizing Frist 
Lutheran Church with 20 charter members. A desire 
to serve abroad, awakened in Seminary days, was 
answered when he received a Call to Wales. 


Mics. Brammeier, whose father and mother were both 
church school teachers was herself a Intheran par- 
echial school teacher before her marriage. They 
have three children: David, Lois and Pecky. 
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"HITHERTO warty tHe LORD HELPED US” 


‘Soriewhere along the road between Mizpeh and Shen 
jin the Holy Land there stood once a stone which 
called out to the passer-by: "llitherto hath the 
Lord helped us." Sarwel put it there to renind his 
people how God helps no less by sorrow and defeat 
} than by joy and victory. 


We may engrave those words m thenilestone we have 
j just passed. 1957 was for our Church a year. in 
which loss and disappointment were mingled with 
blessing and success. God led-us along a road in 
'which His blessings seemed less discernible to us 
when treading it than when we hie at it now from 
across the valley. 


Early in February the sudden passing of Dr.. Arndt 
at Cawbridge brought mourning to our whole Church 
and seemed to: make an abrupt end to all our plans 
for the training of our own ministry. Yet God 
blessed the project and before the yearwas out, 
Pastor Nagel was admitted in Cambridge and a 
beginning was made. -In 1957 we suffered a real’ 
loss when Sunderland's Pastor Kromphardt, after two 
y ears' service, accepted a call to the States, y& 
in the sare year we were given four new pastors. 
Our disappointment at being refused planning per-— 
mission to build a church on the Hampton site in 
the London area was turned into joy when we were 
offered ‘out of the blue! both oh cs ae: church hall 
at Grindon in Sunderland. 


It is blessed to look back to see how the Lord 
has helped Mis Israel no less by ebb—tide than by 
flow. "Hitherto" is the word of faith. 
But "hitherto" is a hand that points forward as 
well as backward. It looks into the past and there 
sees the future revealed.That which God hath dene 
"hitherto", He will do “henceforward", For our 
Church, we nay not know what the future holds, but 
we know Who holds the future. And in that faith 
we can enter the New Year with confidence. 


FROM LANDS 


BOREHAM WOOD The multi-coloured lights of the 


Christmas tree outside the Church > 


Hall, though not so tall as Lutheran Oslo's gift 


to London's Trafalgar Square, drew many admiring — 


looks from passengers in the many buses which go 
by St. Paul's Lutheran Church of Boreham Wood .... 
the seven services held since the Dedication on 
November 24th have drawn 56, 49, 50, 47, 70, 38, 
41... Sunday School attendances averaging AF was 
Pastor Borgas reports satisfying progress in Junior 
Youth (under 14) .,. 


RUISLIP "Around Europe in Sixty Minutes"—a 
mid-winter Summer Holiday in coloured 
slides for the St.Andrews members and friends who 


had. Mr. E. Grottke as their guide on Decenber 10... 


Ladies' Guild arranges successful Sunday School 
Christmas Party on Deacember 17tn ... Youth Club 
sponsors Christmas: Eve social for the adults ... 
120 people, including many 'first—timers', enjoy 
Children's Christmas Prograrme which was illust— 
rated with coloured slides ... a good number of 
young people from Petts Wood, Bromley and Kentish 
Town joined Ruislip for enjoyable New Year's Eve 


which ended with Watchnight Corrmnion Service .... 
fine Christmas offerings, using special envelopes; . 


December 22 for Lutheran Hour — £12, December 25 
for ELCE Missions - £l1l ....s,lide lecture given 
by Miss Irene Rakow in Seymour, Indiana, U.S.4. 


brought a donation of £50 to St. Andrews Building 


Fund from Immanuel Lutheran Church of Seymour ... 
"Just knock and cone in" was the invitation made 
in the Ruislip lutheran by Pastor and Mrs. Rakow 
to all menbers to. visit the Be spats over the 
hobiday: a 


CAMBRIDGE D eiks a Diios! fron the: study of Mr, 
Normal Nagel buried deep ‘in theol- 

ogical treatises in English and other langua g es 

attempting to catch up in his” study programme ... 


and this in the nidst of paper-hangers and paint. 
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10 THE TYNE 


_ KENTISH TOWN The vacancy at the _ ELCE's mother 

church is over .., the Third Sunday 
in Advent, Dec, 15th, the Rev. Norman Heintz was 
fernlied: as Lathepotadate pastor by the Rev. E. 
| Geo. Pearce, the Rev. Norman Nagel preaching the 
sermon, and the Rev. Arnold Rakow assisting ... 
the new pastor and his wife were guests of honour 
at a congregational welcome in the Church Hall on 
Dec. 28th ... Christmas Eve Children's Service 
brought many SS children's parents into the church 
for the first time ... Lluther—Tyndale youth with 
their new pastor accepted invitation to join Petts 
Wood youth and congregation for Christmas Party at 
Petts Wood on December 19th. 


PETTS WOOD The traditional Lutheran Children's 
Christmas Eve. Service with recita — 
tions, carols, bag of sweets (donated an d wrapped 
by the Dickens family) well attended. -». Christmas, 
social, at which. iuther—Tyndale youth wee special 
guests, featured competitive ganes , piano and gui 
tar arrangements, comedy sketches, ending with the 
Vespers ... "Tall Story" evening had youth messing 
whether the story told by each member was true or 
false ... parsonage redecoration with exsiting 
modern colour schemes completed. 


BROMLEY With each person bringing sandwiches 
and cakes, tables groaned at the 
Pe reraiienal Christmas party ... nativity tableau 
improvised by youth at short notice and with few 
materials beautifully handled ... Christmas by 
Christmas, the Bromley mission grows slowly in 
spirit as in number ... Children's Christmas Ser-— 
vice on December 22 and Party on Janyary lst... 
Youth and Adult Instruction Classes advancing, _ 


CORNWALL Under new a eee Pastor Jose, 

now working with Pastor Brighton in 
London, will conduct monthly services in Gonhavern 
... Christmas: Day service at hore of Mr.G, Pedlar. 
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FAST YOUTH COMED TION 


On Saturday, January 18th, youth from all ELCE 
congregations and missions will meet at the new 
Boreham Wood Church Hall for the first Intheran 
Youth Convention, In convening this inaugural 
meeting, the Board for Youth carries out the res- 
olution of the’ 1957 Synod. — 


This historic day will be crowded with activity. 
Before the assembly in tHe forenoon will be the 
adoption of name and constitution and the elect— 
ion of the first officers of the national Lutheran 
youth orgenization that will come into being. An 
excursion is planned for the afterncon. A banquet 
and Service of Installation of the newly-—elected 
5 ecaga will being the Convention to a Spey: 


DON'T MISS THIS HISTORIC CONVENTION 
Ree E FE) tRNA GLMCA SS eS RE 
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YEARS AHEAD ¥OU'LL SAY:4IT WAS THERE". 


HAPPIER CHRISTMAS FOR 103 CHILDREN 


Many a home in Hungary had a happier and brighter 

Christmas in’ 1957 because of toys donated by the 
children of ELCE Sunday Schools. The appeal in the 
September issue of The British Lutheran brought 
toys to the home of Mr. and Mrs. A.Brooke in such 
quantity that they were able to dispatch them as 
Christmas presents to 103 Hung arian children, 
Grateful letters of acknowledgment indicate th at 
the fie ke arrived in good condition. 


AUSTRALIAN HELP FOR BLCE BUILDING 


The Executive Council of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Australia agreed in principle at their 
meeting early in December to authorize a loan to 
the ELCE towards the purchase of an office building 
in central London, according to a recent letter 
from Dr. Cl. E, Hoopmann, ELCA President. Lhe 
acquisition of larger accommodation, sanctioned by 
the 1957 Sy3:od, will enable Lutheran Agencies, at 
present sorely restricted by lack of space, to 
expand its efforts. Central church offices will 
‘also be housed in the proposed new building, A 
cormittee appointed by the Svard for Lutheran 
Agencies has already begun to study the type and 
location of the building required. 
DATES FOR 1958 LUTHERAN YOUTH. CAMPS 
The annual Lutheran Holiday Bibie Camps will take 
place at Mothorpe Hall this year on the following 
jdates: Junior Camp:— August 23-30, Senior Camp — 
August 31 to September 6, Pastor Norman Heintz of 
London will lead the Seniors, Pastor Brammeier of 
Cardiff the Juniors. 
The Board for Youth also announced that the highly 
successful Paris trip of last year will be repeated 


although plans are not yet ready for publication. 
1958 SYNOD RESOLUTIONS 


FINAL REMINDER: All resolutions for debate in 1958 
Synod must be submitted by January 15th. 
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FIRST FILM SERIES AT CARDIFF IN JANUARY 


The Lutheran Church will make its first appeal to 
the public in Cardiff on January 19th, when the 
first of four Sunday evening showings of the film 
"Martin Luther" will be held at Feirwater Institute, 
lutheran services have been conducted in Cardiff 
for more than two years, but unpublicized and in 
private homes, Pastor Brammeier, Cardiff pastor 
since September 1957, will use handbills, posters, 
newspaper and possibly bus advertizing to publicize 
the series. Fairwater Institute, the hall of an 
enterprising local residents’ association, is ten 
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minutes' walk from the church site now under con— 


sideration by the Executive Council. 


BARNES CONFERENCE AT BOREHAM WOOD — 


Nine ELCE pastors met at Boreham Wood Church Hall 
for their bi-monthly conference from December9-10. 


The Rev. Norman Nagel of Cambridge read the paper 
on the first day: "The Fellowship of the Altar." — 
The. Bible Study on Titus Ilwas led by Rev. Borgas. © 
‘Continuing their study of Article III, Formula of © 
Concord, "Of the Righteousness of Faith" the. 


conference heard and discussed the New Testament 

exegetical basis of this doctrine presented bythe 

Rev. Arnold Rakow of Ruislip. On Tuesday, Dec.10, 

pastors and wives enjoyed a social evening tcgefer. 
SOE 


QUESTION: In planning its Ses budget and programme, 
has your congregation made’ the Church Extension 
Fund the theme of its Every—Member-Visit for 1958? 
Or budgeted 5fo of its 1958 income as donation to 
the Fund? Or designated Easter or Whitsunday as CEF 


Sunday? It pledged itself to consider these at the 


1957 Synod.See "Official Report-1957 SYNOD", p.21. 


LUTHERAN DIRECTORY 1958 
The Lutheran Directory 1958 enclosed comes to 


you with the compliments of The British Luth~ 
eran. Use it while on holiday. 
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£12000 


Wil We Make It ? 


The first year of our Church Extension 
Fund ends January 3lst. We have made 
the major goal of £10,000 in loans and 
gifts,but we need over £1800 to reach 
the totel goal. WILL WE MAKE IT? 


LOANS Si 


dete 


5 
weeaceatets= cosy . 
sum 


* OUR MEMBERS HERE have helped - by gifts up to 
£500, by loans from £1 - £1500. 

* OUR FRIENDS OVERSEAS have helped ~ individuals, 
Ladies' Guilds, Sunday Schools, Bible Classes. 

* OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN have helped - more 

__than 300 have invested their. npg i 
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B 
eh ~~ OTHERS HAVE HELPED 


ae MS” yave YOU HELPED? 
iy WILL YOU HELP? 


a . 
They brought gifts, Matt. Be itgel anv ely 0, Bk 
iL 
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Year of Grace 


AS WE LOOK BACK over the past year, tw 
great mountain peaks, as it were, 1oo1 
up before our eyes-the mountain. of ot 
sin and the mountain of God's grace, 


The past year,we confess to our shane 
has been a year of repeated sin for al 
of us. 


But it has also been a year of God! 
grace, either accepted or rejected. 


As the Bible prts it, "where sin abound 
grace did ruch mere abound." No natte 
how great our failure to measure up t 
God's expectations, Ifis love is grea 
enough to cover it. 


Christ, the eternal Son of God, has mad 
amends for every sin of the year no 

- past and for every sin of the year jus: 
opening before us. 


For those who have found forgiveess i) 
the Christ-of Christmas the coming 1: 
months are*bound te be another "happy 
new year", for they will be anothe: 
"year of grace." 
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